
BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES AND CONSEQUENCES
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Behaviors we are striving for:
l. Treat other people and school equipment the way you would like yourself and your possessions treated.

a. God loves and forgives us, we should show love and forgiveness to others.

b. If we take care of our equipment, it will last longer and others can enjoy it.

     2.  Handle disagreements/problems with words.

      a.  State the problem


       b.  Suggest 2 or more solutions


       c.  All parties agree to try one of the solutions


       d.  Put solution into action

e.  If solution doesn’t work, agree on another to try.  (teacher should check-in to see how things are going – positive reinforcement for solving it themselves).
3. Go to a teacher if you need help solving a problem or negotiating.

4.  Everyone should take turns, help and share during play, cleanup and group times.

a.  Take turns talking at circle (raise hand), getting drinks, washing hands,         using toys etc.

b.  Share by passing snack basket, working on a puzzle together, bringing offering etc.

c.  Help by working as a team at cleanup, feeding pets, cooperating and following instructions.

5.  Do your part in making the classroom a safe place for everyone.

a. If you see something or someone dangerous, tell the teacher right away.

b. Running is for outdoors and large muscle room

c. When using floor equipment (blocks) create a space for others to walk around you and your construction

d. Touch each other in a gentle, respectful, caring way

e. Use words that make other people feel good about themselves

f. A low to medium voice is pleasant to listen to
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For behavior that is in keeping with guidelines:

· “Thumbs Up!”, “High Fives”, Big smiles and nods and other Non-verbal messages that let a child know they’re doing the right thing.

· Verbal Messages that validate the person and their behavior, intrinsic phrases, such as “Wow, You figured it out!”; “You guys solved your problem and worked together to find a solution everyone is happy with and now I see you playing together having fun!”; “I noticed that you used words this time when you were angry with ___, you’re learning how to handle your feelings in a good way!”;   “The room is all ready for the next activity.  I saw lots of people helping each other in the art area and now the tables sparkle!” ; “David, I see you are waiting patiently for a turn to___.” 
· Sometimes, though not often the use of stickers, surprise treats, extra fun times are used to reinforce good behavior.  We strive more often to have the kids want to follow the guidelines because they feel good about themselves and their abilities without needing to be praised or bribed for it.

For behaviors that we want to modify:

· Often, with little ones, getting down one on one and helping a child figure out which words describe their needs and feelings will get us to a place where they can help to solve the problem.  Often, simply providing an additional toy or re-directing a child to another activity  or using a timer to help take turns can ease the situation.
· A gentle reminder of class rules/guidelines, not in front of others is sometimes adequate.

· Sitting next to or moving a child to a place where they are less likely to be  disruptive can be effective at circle time.

· If a child is not ready to follow the guidelines, at circle time for instance, of raising hand to speak and being polite to listen to teacher/others and has been reminded and/or moved, they could then choose to sit apart from the group until they are ready to follow the guidelines.  

· If a child is running indoors – or other unsafe physical actions – teacher may have them repeat their actions in a safe manner. i.e.: “please come back and walk down the stairs”.

· When a child does something that is intentionally hurtful to another child; i.e: bullying behavior, hitting or pushing hard, a teacher will immediately remove the child from the group, check on the target first, and then speak to the child in a very firm serious manner.  State what the teacher saw the child do.  State the rules concerning the behavior.  Tell the child that the teacher cannot let a child be hurt in his/her class.  Tell the child the possible negative consequences for using that type of behavior in class. Give the child a few moments to absorb information, then the teacher will tell the child that she cares about him/her and doesn’t want a thing like this to happen again.  The child has a short time to recover and when they are ready, may re-join the group.    The teacher receives the child warmly and is open about forgiving the child, trusting that they have decided not to repeat the behavior.  Follow up with positive reinforcement when seeing child deal with others in a positive way.  A note to parents describing the occurrence should follow.
· When hurtful behaviors are repeated:

a. If a child is not willing to comply and is putting others or themselves in an unsafe circumstance, the teacher may have a parent come to take the child home.

b. Consultation  follows with parents to develop a plan to help the child.

c. In some cases, consultation with principal or referral to specialist may be required to help the child.

· For other less serious behaviors that seem to be repeating and not going in the right direction, a consultation with parents and a plan for reinforcing the opposite of the offending behavior can be set up.  When parents follow through at home and the teacher at school; the results are usually very quickly realized!

