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 THIS AND THAT

BIRTHDAYS and SHINING STAR: If your child has a summer birthday, we will assign an “Un-Birthday” date to him/her.  When it is your child’s birth date, you may send in a treat for the entire class.  Napkins, cups, drinks and candles are provided at school.  You are welcome to join the class when we celebrate birthdays and take pictures!  The class snack schedule shows the “Shining Star” (birthday) dates.  
When it is your child’s birthday celebration day or “Un-Birthday”, they become the shining star for that day.  They will take home a container in which they can put up to 10 items of their choosing for show and tell. There is also a little questionnaire to fill out about their favorite things.  They become the center of attention as they share about themselves with the class.  The shining star is also the special helper for their day and receives a treasure from the treasure chest.

SHOW and TELL:  Other opportunities for “show and tell” in the classroom will be sharing by the child of what he/she has done during class time.

The pre-k each have their own journal in which they may show their invented writing or dictated stories or drawings.  The children may bring something from home to show also; but it needs to “CONNECT” or be related to the current theme or topic.    Interesting things for the science table are always welcome!

SNACK:  Each family will be assigned a time of snack duty during the year.  This period usually is around your child’s birthday or un-birthday.  You will be asked to provide some type of healthy snack for the entire class during your turn. Crackers, cheese and fruit seem to be the favorites.  Home baked goods are also welcome.   If we have cooking projects scheduled, you may be asked to provide a couple ingredients for us.    

Please be sure to alert me if there are allergy concerns so we may accommodate your child.
READING PROGRAM:   Monthly reading charts will be coming home as part of our all-school reading incentive program.  Please mark off a square or add 1 sticker for each book read to your child.  These get returned to the classroom for us to keep track of.  
WHAT TO WEAR: 
*Pants with elastic waists are easier to get up & down at bathroom time.

*Sturdy rubber soled shoes are important for running, climbing and walking on vinyl floors and playground.
*Hoods on jackets do not get lost as hats sometimes do.
*Rubber boots are helpful when there are mud puddles and muddy sandbox!
*Big zippers, Velcro and snaps are easier than buttons.
*A change of clothes at school (in a backpack or bag) are good in case of accidents (we have some extras to borrow too) (please label)
*We use markers, glue, paint, and play in water, sand, mud, etc. etc…  
Simple washable clothes are easy for everyone.  

FIELD TRIPS:  We will be going on several field trips this year.  Class times may change when this happens.  When a trip is scheduled, you will be sent a field trip permission form to read and sign.  Before the trip, you will receive a list of who is driving and riding to the field trip together.  We try to tie our trips into what we are learning about.  Parents are encouraged to chaperone on trips and also to share ideas of good places to go.  Some of our trips have been:  fire station, veterinary, dentist, farm, fishing, plays, post office, Lincoln Park, the beach, rock hunting and museums.  We will also be having “walk-abouts” during the year.  These are times when we will walk somewhere in the immediate community, either looking at or for something in nature, or visiting a local business as part of our learning focus.  For these trips, we sometimes ask for a parent or two to walk along with us.
ILLNESS:  These are the generally accepted guidelines for schools and daycares concerning when to keep your child home from school:

*Fever

*Vomiting

*Diarrhea, which child cannot control to get to the bathroom in time or if the child is too young to adequately wipe and wash hands afterwards

*Lower respiratory infections like bronchiolitis

*If your child is tired, crabby, coughing, and has a very runny nose, you do not HAVE to keep them home for an upper respiratory infection (i.e. cold), but use your best judgment.  They may not be up to a busy day at preschool.

*Head lice that has not been treated

*Chicken Pox that are not scabbed over.

*Untreated pink eye

Please call the office (935-8500) if your child will be absent.

AUCTION/FUNDRAISERS/BOOK ORDERS:
We send home Scholastic Firefly book club order forms most months.  This book club offers a variety of book choices that are appropriate for your child’s age.  If you choose to order (optional), fill out the back of the form and return it to school by the assigned date with a check made out to Scholastic Books. You will also be provided with a code if you prefer to order online. From book orders, points are earned for the classroom that may be used for our classroom library.  A couple times this year, the Scholastic Book Fair will be held in the hallways of our school for you to purchase books as well.

Box tops for Education:  Please save these from many products you may be purchasing!  The preschool program is the recipient of the funds earned from sending those in.  We have used the proceeds for things such as a digital camera, our materials for the outdoor stage and other equipment.  
You will see other optional fundraising opportunities coming home throughout the year to support various programs.   

