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         OUR DAY

Quiet Work Stations/Large Muscle:  
As children are arriving, they are invited to engage in manipulative, large motor, and language skill activities in the classroom with the teacher assistant and optional parent volunteer.  This gives the teacher the opportunity to greet each child and caretaker, parents time to visit for a bit, as well as each child, a fun relaxed entry into the day.  
Circle Time:
Children gather as a whole group at least once per day.  During this large group time, community is formed, ideas and happenings are shared.  Discussion about our “topic”, demonstrations and procedures for activities for the day take place.  Skills learned during large group include: listening, taking turns, sharing ideas, acceptance of other ideas, self control and following directions.  The Pre-k class works with the calendar.  Over the year, they are introduced to simple time concepts, seasons, patterns and numbers,   Circle time is also where the “special helper” is chosen, where we sing and move, science experiments, celebrate birthdays, read books, do show and tells and act out stories!
Center Time:  

A generous amount of time is provided for self chosen tasks during this period of the day.  Stations are arranged throughout the classroom which promote language (writing center, library, listening, scribes), math (manipulative, puzzle, blocks, sensory and game centers), science (sensory and science table, pets), art, cooking, and social skills (dramatic play area as well as all areas where children interact).  Centers change content weekly (sometimes daily!) After “centers” all the kids help each other “clean-up”.  We use a triangle instrument as a signal as well as a song.
Bathroom and Snack Time:

The children use the lower floor bathrooms.  An adult accompanies them at the beginning of the year, and after awhile they are comfortable going with a partner.   We all wash up before snack time.  Snack is provided by parents on a scheduled basis and milk may be ordered through the school office.  We plan to do cooking as an in-class experience throughout the year and always welcome family members or other special guests to teach us about a favorite family food.  The kids say a prayer before eating and learn how to ask for and pass a basket, pour their beverage, and clean-up their space and tuck-in their chair when finished.  
Recess & Outdoor time:

Preschoolers need to run, jump, climb and MOVE!  We go outside almost every day.  There is a big toy behind the main school as well as a covered area behind the church which we may utilize.  We are also lucky to have the option of indoor recess on the worst weather days in our church Commons.  We also have a sand box, carpentry bench, play house, stage, trikes, climber and a wonderful garden in our play yard just outside our classroom door.  In pre-k, as part of our science and nature learning, we utilize this space as an integral part of our classroom.  
Small Group Times:

Some children are less reluctant to speak out but will share in a smaller group setting, or they are more able to focus.  For this reason, we include time during the day when we work with a group of 4-8 students at a time on specific topics or tasks.   Teachers can observe and work with children helping them scaffold their knowledge and introducing and practicing many different skills in many developmental areas. In pre-k we use the Handwriting Without Tears, Zoophonics, and Hands-On Standards (math) curriculums.
Chapel/Worship:

Hope Lutheran school is a mission of Hope Lutheran Church.  Hope school welcomes all families regardless of church affiliation.  Throughout the year, the children will hear Bible stories presented through puppets, flannel board, drama, or picture books during our circle times.  The preschool attends a  20 minute early childhood chapel in our church sanctuary.  Our goal is for children to cultivate knowledge of God as the creator, and that He speaks to us through his word in the Bible.  We encourage them to grow in understanding of his great love for us, to learn to show love for each other and to have a relationship with him through prayer.  We also hope to instill a desire to care for God’s creation and to celebrate God’s love in worship.  This is usually the last 15-20 minutes of the day and parents are always welcome to join us!  
