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 I am thrilled to be a part of the Hope Lutheran community teaching 3’s and 4’s 
this school year. I have found it to be a very warm and welcoming environment and I 

look forward to you joining us. I love working with preschoolers! They are so energetic 
and fun! It is my hope to nurture and equip them with a joy of learning, curiosity, 
and an exuberance for life! 

 I grew up in the PNW and attended Washington State University, where I 
studied Child & Family Studies, with an emphasis in Child Development. I spent 10 
years as a preschool teacher at Childhaven, a therapeutic child care center for young 

children who have experienced trauma. When we had our own two children, I came 
home to raise them. Our children attended preschool at Hope, and then were 

homeschooled until high school. Our daughter and son both attend college. 
Throughout the homeschooling years, I worked as a preschool teacher, a reading 
specialist, a co-op teacher, and was actively involved in our kid’s activities. 

 I have been married to my wonderful husband for 25 years. We enjoy traveling, 
barbequing with friends, adventures with our kids, and daily walks along Alki Beach. 

 
 

 Hello.  My name is Carol Christian.  I am so excited to be working as the 

preschool aid.  This will be my 8th year working in the preschool program 

here at Hope. I started working 9 years ago as the preschool aid.  I left for a 

couple years and returned four years ago as the ESC/Sand Dollar club aid. 

I have lived in West Seattle for 54 years and became a member of Hope 

when I married my husband Rob 27 years ago.  I am the mother of a 21 

year daughter who is currently attending the University of Utah in Salt Lake 

City. I am looking forward to working with all of the amazing Hope 

preschool families and staff.  

 

 

My name is Stephanie Van Doren, I will be checking in the Sea Turtles 

each morning. This will be my fourth year teaching at Hope Lutheran.  I 

have over thirty years' experience working with children as a preschool 

teacher, nanny, and mom of three.  I operated my own preschool for 

twelve years before coming to Hope, and now am working on (finally) 

getting my early childhood degree.  I feel privileged to provide responsive 

care to the children before and after school, and enjoy the time we spend 

together taking care of ourselves and having fun. 
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We offer a fun, play-based and theme-oriented curriculum, along with “Music 

Mondays!” Our first focus will be getting to know the new routine, classroom, and each 

other!  

 Our theme this year: “United in Christ.” So I am sending along a cut out of a hand 

for you and your child to decorate with a family photo (paper photocopy is fine). Your 

child’s name goes on the back. These will be used in the classroom for your child to see 

when they are missing you. You may bring these to the Back to School Event or on the 

first day of school. 

 

Listed below are a few things that will help our first days go smoothly: 

 

***ALL STUDENTS WILL NEED TO WEAR A MASK*** 

 
Hope Back to School Event for 2020-2021 
Preschool Friday, August 28  
 
We look forward to seeing everyone at our annual back to school event! Students will have an 
opportunity to meet their teachers during a 15 minute time slot, scheduled by last name. This is 
the opportunity for your student to pick up Hope classroom items from your teacher, and a 
special gift bag from Hope School and Parents &Teachers of Hope (PTH). We are offering 
morning and evening time slots to accommodate varying family needs, so please choose the 
time that works best for you out of the two choices. Remember to follow safety protocols 
including everyone wearing face masks and keeping a six foot social distance. 
You will find classroom supply lists on our website by clicking on this 
link: https://hls.hopeseattle.org/classrooms/ , locate your child’s classroom, and click on the 
supply list. At the back to school event, please drop off classroom supplies. Thank you and 
please email Mrs. Wallace with any questions at swallace@hopeseattle.org.  
 
Preschool Location- lower parking lot area behind church/school  
Friday, August 28, 2020 
PS Families with last names arrive at these times: 
A - C 11:00 - 11:15      or         6:00 - 6:15pm 
D - F 11:20 - 11:35      or         6:20 - 6:35 
G - J 11:40 - 11:55       or         6:40 - 6:55 
K - N 12:00 - 12:15pm or        7:00 - 7:15 
O - R 12:20 - 12:35      or        7:20 - 7:35 
S - Z 12: 40 - 12:55      or        7:40 - 7:55 

 

 

 

On Hope’s website, you will find important information about our upcoming year, as well as 

forms I need by the first day of school. To access this information, go to 

https://cts.vresp.com/c/?HopeLutheranSchool/63885a5182/aae953ebea/899beba86e
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hls.hopeseattle.org, click on Classrooms, and then click on my Sea Turtles or my 

picture.  
 

Below is a list of the information you will find on the website: 

 Proposed Topics 

 Daily Schedule 

 Getting Started 

 Our Day 

 This and That 

 Parent-Teacher Communication 

 Behavior Guidelines 

 Oh, I’d Like to Get to Know You (Please print and fill out) 

 Drop-Off and Pick-Up (Please fill out online and submit form) 

 Parent Involvement (Please fill out online and submit form) 

 Supply List 

 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR PRESCHOOL: Wednesday, 
September 2nd 
Sign in (doors open) at 8:30 – 8:45am. You can park in the lower parking lot or on Oregon 

Street. Please walk your child to the Oregon Street entrance. We are asking that parents 

do not come in the building. You and your child will both need to wear masks. You will 

need to sign your child in outside. Stephanie VanDoren will check in with you about Covid 

signs and take your child’s temperature. Then your child will be escorted to their class. 

Pick up time is at 11:45. Please ring the doorbell on the Oregon Street door, sign your 

child out, and we will bring your child to you.  

 

FORMS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
Be sure to check out the school website, hls.hopeseattle.org to find all school happenings. 

The forms (milk order, permission/medical, emergency, etc.) which will be due to the 

school office are also here for you to download. This is also where I will be posting my 

newsletters with detailed happenings in the preschool class! Go to Classrooms and then 

click on Sea Turtles or my picture. 

 

Please return forms before or on the first day of class. Our office manager, Mrs. Shari 

Wallace, will see that I get them. Thanks for your help! Supplies may be brought on the 

first days of school or to the Back to School Event. 

 

http://www.hopeseattle.org/


I look forward to meeting each of you and getting to know your children! We have a lot of 

great things planned for the year! Please feel free to contact me with questions or 

concerns that you may have. Have a great rest of the summer!!!! 

 

Blessings, 

 

Tammy  

206-935-8500  

tshelver@hopeseattle.org  
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