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Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged,
for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.  Joshua 1:9

Our school theme this year is Strong and Courageous  based on the verse Joshua 1:9, and it
feels like the perfect phrase for us to follow this year. The words above were said by God to
Joshua as he was leading the children of Israel out of the wilderness and into the promised
land, as Joshua was feeling overwhelmed with the weight of the task ahead of him. God used
those comforting words to encourage him. 

While we have not been wandering in the wilderness for 40 years, at the same time many of us
have had some struggles over the past 3 ½ years! Just like Joshua and his people, God
continues to encourage us and lead us as we trust in Him. Many of us at both Hope School and
Hope Church perceive a palpable excitement and joy as we journey through this year and we
look forward to the changes coming to our main campus and the new building, Hope North.

Strong and Courageous!
by Kristen Okabayashi, Principal

Kindergarten picked up trash in the neighborhood.



The school year started off with a bang as the sixth grade took
the ferry over to Miracle Ranch for Outdoor Ed in September. In
addition to horseback riding, archery, swimming, and kayaking,
students enjoyed the new ropes course which was an exciting
experience for many of them. 

We immediately began practices for fall sports: cross country,
soccer, and volleyball, involving many of our students. The
volleyball team was excited to take League Champion at the
league tournament at Zion Lake Stevens! For those familiar with
the ‘carpet gym’ at Zion, you might be pleased to hear that they
have a brand new gym floor! Read Mr. Goodspeed’s article for a
recap of all our fall sports.

Each class spent time cleaning up an area in the neighborhood
or the Junction as part of our Good Neighbor program. Scouring
the hedges, alley ways, sidewalks and parking areas, Hope
students collected 8 large bags of trash! They will go out two
more times this school year in an effort to keep our community
clean. 

Student council officers and representatives led the charge for
the school food drive which wrapped up right before
Thanksgiving, collecting 155 lbs.  of food to replenish the Hope
church food pantry. On December 9th, they served hot
chocolate at the Junction Hometown Holiday’s Christmas Tree
Lighting. It was very cold and wet, but so much fun and the
students did a great job! They collected over $400 in donations!

As we finish our last week of school before break, Hope School
is focusing their attention on getting ready for LEST which will
be held February 15-17 at Pacific Lutheran University. We have
39 students signed up to compete in fine arts, writing, drama,
Knowledge Bowl, basketball, swimming, math, science, Lego
Robotics and Rubik’s cube which was a new competition last
year. As we get closer to LEST, you can find updated
information here.  Last year Hope won the Spirit Award trophy,  
which we will have to return, but it’s been fun to have it in our
trophy case. We look forward to an exciting and fun LEST!
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Fall and Winter Fun
by Sally Heit, Admissions Director

https://wsjunction.org/hometown-holidays-2022/
https://wsjunction.org/hometown-holidays-2022/
https://hls.hopeseattle.org/news/lest/
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I invite you to join me in making a generous year-end gift to
the Eagle Excellence Fund. This fund has 5 key pillars:
Academics, Staff, Technology, Student Life and Affordability.
We aim to raise $15,000 between now and December 31st
to reinvest into our school for things like updated
curriculum, staff training, classroom enhancements, and
our tuition assistance program. We are 15% to our goal,
but we have a long way to go! Donate online or learn
more about the Eagle Excellence Fund, please visit:
HLS.HopeSeattle.org/Support. 

It was a packed house at the kindergarten through
grade 4 Christmas program December 5th. Hope’s
music teacher, Jill Brown, worked with the students
for weeks, and their hard work showed! The three
preschool classes performed December 8th. “One of
the biggest highlights was seeing each student’s
personality shining through their actions, body
language and face,” said principal Kristen
Okabayashi. Check out our social media for pictures
and videos of the performances. Big thanks to
Richard Figgins for capturing the special moments.

Thank you donors!

Pic. 1: K-4
Christmas Program
(photo by Richard
Figgins)
Pic. 2: Sea Turtle
making apple
prints.
Pic. 3: Thankful for
Hope

K5 - 4th grade Christmas program. 
Photo by Richard Figgins

https://bngn.blackbaud.school/?id=fzt2pegs5af#/home/
https://hls.hopeseattle.org/support/the-eagle-excellence-fund/
https://bngn.blackbaud.school/?id=gtatsqct0al#/home/
https://bngn.blackbaud.school/?id=gtatsqct0al#/home/
https://bngn.blackbaud.school/?id=gtatsqct0al#/home/
https://hls.hopeseattle.org/support/the-eagle-excellence-fund/
https://bngn.blackbaud.school/?id=riypollw114#/home/
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P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face

trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your

faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so

that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”

James 1:2-4

Often when we think about sports, we think about the wins, the
losses, the winning basket, the winning goal, getting first place.
When I think of sports, I  think about perseverance –
perseverance to achieve one’s goals that are personally set at
the beginning of the season. These goals can be different from
player to player and coach to coach; this is the beauty of sport.
While a team strives for a certain goal, each individual person on
that team can set a personal goal and work hard to achieve it.

Fall Finishes
by Mark Goodspeed, PE and Athletic Director

Fall sports at Hope is a wonderful time of the year as students
come back from summer break and get together with their
friends to be on the teams and join the sports that suit them. It
is also a time to try out new sports for students which can be a
goal in and of itself. It is a great time for students who are new
to the school to get involved in a very fun and real way and jump
into new friendships. 

The cross country team is a perfect example of perseverance in
action! Athletes run miles and miles each day in practice, which
can be very difficult. While the team did not win our league
championship this year, they all dropped time at various points
in the season, which demonstrates their perseverance and
dedication. 

The soccer team had its own way of showing perseverance with a
younger developing team and few kids having played together. 
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They developed the crucial coordination of learning
where each player was going to be during the course of
the game to make sure they were ready for defense, as
well as offense. The coaches helped the athletes develop
this important part of the game and they continued to see
success on the pitch ending with a 4-0 win at the end of
the season. 

The volleyball team also had its own way of developing
perseverance. Throughout the season our chief rival of
Concordia Christian Academy would win versus our A
team whenever we competed against them in matches.
However, through hard work and an attitude of
continuing to try and get better, the A team was able to
win over CCA at our League Championship, taking home
the trophy. While the wins are nice, the goal of sports is
to continually push yourself outside of your comfort zone,
to work hard, to take lessons away not just from the wins
but the losses as well, and develop the physical and
mental skills necessary to overcome any obstacles that
life may throw at you. 

League Champions! Head Coach Jen Rice &  
Assistance Coach, Sally Heit (not pictured)

GOGOGO
EAGLES!EAGLES!EAGLES!



W I N T E R  2 0 2 3 H L S  N E W S L E T T E R

The Hope Lutheran PTH invites you to the 
Hope Auction!

Please join us for a fun evening of fellowship, dancing,
dinner, desserts, and bidding on amazing items! 

Masquerade masks encouraged! 
We hope that you will come spend the evening with us 

and unmask all the possible ways you can make a
difference in our Hope community!

Saturday, March 9, 2024
 The Hall of Fauntleroy  
Check for updates here.

Purchase Tickets Here!

Masquerade Auction 2024
by Melanie Fukumoto, PTH President

Events

Volunteers have been hard at work at the new campus
(Hope North)! Lockers have been painted, closets are
being cleaned out, and the boys bathroom is
undergoing a complete makeover. All of this and more
is in preparation for moving the middle school to the
north campus in Fall 2024, and the preschool expansion
at our main campus! It’s an exciting time for Hope
Church and School. 

The Hope North: Building for the Next Generation  capital
campaign was officially launched in October to help
fund some of these changes. We are almost to our goal
of $1.25 million; current pledges total $1,098,468!

Hope North Update
By Sally Heit

https://hls.hopeseattle.org/community/pth-auction/
https://hopeseattle.ejoinme.org/MasqueradeTickets
https://hls.hopeseattle.org/hopenorth/
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HAVE AN UPDATE?
Click here to update your contact information
and let us know what you are up to. We love to
hear from alumni!

NUMBERS  6 :24-26

“The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make
his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the

LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace."

Contributors: Kristen Okabayashi, 
Sally Heit, and Mark Goodspeed 

 In addition to $700,000 in renovations, the additional funds will help offset
the sale of the building. Plans are underway to organize some alumni events
at Hope North so that Hope and Seattle Lutheran alumni can learn more
about how they can support this campaign and keep abreast of the latest
changes happening.
 
School and church families have been encouraged to participate in this 3 year
pledge, and we’d like to invite you, our alumni, to to be strong and
courageous and participate in this effort. Gifts could include cash, stocks, gifts
from grandparents, or any other methods of contributing. The student body
were given cardboard banks which they decorated and brought to chapel
before the Thanksgiving holiday, collecting over $1000! 

This is truly an exciting time of growth and change. Right now classes are
using the gym for PE and the art room for the middle school art elective.
Together, we can give to ensure that more children in our community can
experience the love of Jesus with a strong academic foundation. We invite
you, our Hope Alumni, to join our school and church community in this
exciting endeavor. Learn more about the campaign and watch a special video.

Thank you in advance for your support! 

https://www.facebook.com/hopeseattle
https://www.instagram.com/hope_seattle/
https://hls.hopeseattle.org/home/support/alumni/
https://hopeseattle.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/72eec6e8-9b7a-494d-9970-dca248e701e6
https://hopeseattle.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/72eec6e8-9b7a-494d-9970-dca248e701e6
https://hls.hopeseattle.org/hopenorth/
https://vimeo.com/849558949

